Trong rirng chuédi / In the banana forest
2019

video installation

1920x1080 HD

Color and Sound

44:49 min

Quynh Dong takes inspiration from lacquer painting by Nguyen Gia Tris and the story in the
banana trees in Nguyen Tuans novel “Echo and Shadow Upon a Time” (Vang bong mot thoi).“
She evocates such lacquer aesthetic in moving images by contrasting traditional and modern
patterns.

Seven dancers are performing between the banana trees in a Butoh manner. They will blend in
to be a part of nature, like wandering souls or just like the dried banana leaves in the garden.
You can hear cutting pieces of a sonar, silent, than the sound of the banana forest.
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Carpet monster in Viseu

2018

Objects / still life

Carpets, household items

Interaction at shopping center A Maior shopping in Viseu
Av. TENENTE CORONEL SILVA SIMOES 144-46



Ho sen

2017

3 channel video installation 1920x1080 HD
Color and Sound

5min

Loop

Quynh Dong blurs the line between static image and video. The three screens show a panora-
ma of a lotus pond. Only the rain falls and creates a soundscape, the lotus plants remain static.
The loop cancels the time in the installation. The moment becomes eternity and reality.



Star fruit and paper
2017

sculpture

porcelain

14 pieces
50x30x15 cm






Dreamworld

2016

Performance

Context: MANIFESTA11

A mortuary make-up artist applies make-up to the artist's face.
A ceremony to clear the signs of an identity.



Don‘t wait under the rainfall

2016

sculpture

white porcelain

15 pieces of Epiphyllum (hoa Quynh)

The sculpture installation “Don’t wait under the rainfall” was made for Quynh Dong’s first solo
exhibition “Quynh by Night” at Nha San Collective in Hanoi.

Dong worked at the Vu Minh’s family ceramic studio at Bat Trang ceramic village. The history of
ceramic making in this village can be traced back as far as the 14th century. In response to the
title of the exhibition Dong chose the shape of “hoa Quynh” flower, the Queen of the Night, for
her sculptural work.



Late Autumn
2015

Video
1920x1080
11:22 min

A group of women recreate the vocabulary of the deciduous states of leaves in autumn through
static poses. A violin duet that consists of two repeating melodies leads to a monotonous,
ritualistic atmosphere. In this work the interpretation of nature coincides with an exoticizing
imagination of Asia. In this work Dong aims to create hyper-realities without time and space, a
world without horizon, and investigates the human body in its sculptural qualities. She sees the
body as material for an artistic shape.



Please talk to me

2015

Sculpture/ Performance
White clay, porcelain

23 pieces

The objects in the shape of Chamwae (Korean Melons) are clay sculptures with different lay-
ers of traditional “color-clays” from Seoul. Dong works with white clay and porcelain. Dong is
interacting with the material like with a performing partner. The factors time, duration and space
make the working process unpredictable: In each drying process the clay shows different ma-
terial behavior. These different moments are subject to time, space and the weather. With each
piece, Dong starts a new conversation. The glazing, as well as the firing process, manipulate
and transform the material.




The second stage of beauty
2014

Floor sculpture

ceramics

9m x 5m

In this work Dong discusses the idea of art and beauty. Dong copies the nature and shows the
imperfect outcome. The thinking about sculpture focuses on the material. The process of wor-
king with clay got a performative aspect that concerns Dong. The different stages of the clay
provide different possibilities to shape the sculpture.

During her residency at the Rijksakademie van Beeldende Kunsten in Amsterdam, Netherlands,
Dong was drawn to the topis of life, time, and death, which led her to still life. Withered tulips
were a natural choice in the Dutch context.



SWEET NOEL
2013

Video installation
1920x1080
07:39min

Quynh Dong approaches in this work video as a performance. The subject are women in a
garden standing in the lacquer painting ,Vuon Xuan Trung Nam Bac* (translated: spring garden
from the center, the south and north) by Nguyen Gia Tri. Identity is always in transformation,
adapted and transformed through history, and gives Dong the ground for her work. Dong is
creating a body language that overdraws the idea of a Viethamese and Asian looking woman
with references from the Asian popular culture: Eleven women hold static poses for seven minu-
tes. Similar to music videos, the women are waiting, standing, sitting, lying in the garden filled
between colorful plastic flowers. The women remain in their positions and wait for their turn to
appear in the love song ,,Hai Mua Noel“.



Tears Of A Swan

2013

Floor sculpture

9.5 x 6 x 0.25m 40.37kg

Pink, green

white clay with three layers of glaze
24 rose petals

“Tears Of A Swan”consists of large, glossy rose petals spread over the floor, appearing almost
like autonomous animals. The 24 rose petals are made from ceramic and mimic nature, liking
to rose petals fallen to the ground. Inspired by the falling rose petals in music videos, Quynh
Dong’s main interest lies in their transformation into autonomous objects. Their connotations of
romanticism, love and beauty and their relationship with Dong are subject of her work, in which
she prefers the cliché of rose petasl to their real image. Dong named her work after an imagina-
ry love song ,Tears Of A Swan“.



Adi and Herman at the barbecue party
2013

Photokopie

3xA4

The paper work ,,Adi and Herman at the barbecue party“ consists of three copies of a photo-
graphy taken with a mobile phone. An attempt to save the image on paper failed. By showing
the copies with empty screen, Dong questions the medium and its possibilities: Dong took a
picture of her friends Adi and Herman with her mobile phone during a barbeque party. She wan-
ted to give her friends a printed picture and tried to copy the image from the mobile phone.



My Paradise
2012

Video

15min

“My Paradise” shows an intermediate world, a model world with real people. A model Dongs
father created as an idea of an Asian paradise serves as the stage for the video. From conver-
sations with her father, she learned about what he pictures in this paradise for himself and her
mother; stories based on everyday life and Asian soap opera. The main characters in this video
are Dongs parents.

Five stories depict everyday life in paradise: Flowers are watered, chickens are fed, people are
strolling and riding on flying horses.

Dialogue is completely absent from the videos: only five pieces of music accompany the clips.
Guitarist and composer Nicholas Erismann wrote new compositions for all five videos in the
style of Vietnamese songs.



Video poems
2010

Video series
02:57min

Nature functions as the stage for this video series. ,lt‘s about acting and production processes
into the life, not about the partitioning of the Art for Life.“ (Emmett Williams). Movement and
moments are the main elements in these poems: These are attempts to search the limits of per-
formance and to blur the borders between performance, painting, moving images, and poetry.
Dong was inspired by the “action sculptures” by the Swiss artist Roman Signer.



7DONG Cover-Band
2009 - 2011
Performance

7DONG is a Vietnamese cover pop band from Switzerland.
It consists of Le Duc Tran, Thai Pham, Le Thi Hong Tham, Dong Thi Nhu Quynh - accompanied
by Niklaus Erisman (guitar), Marcel K&gi (drums), and Svein Hermansen (keyboard).

During the time 2009 until June 2011 the band was visible on music and art platforms such as
Shedhalle Zurich, Sudpol Luzern, Kunsthalle Bern, Club Pfingstweide Zirich and more. 7Dong
shared the stage with other professional musicians. Local popular magazines, such as “Fri-
day”, reported on them. The band maintained a facebook fan page, made photo shooting and
published a music video named “7DONG-Ngoi sao anh va em” on YouTube. The spectrum of
their cover songs was based on contemporary Viethamese pop music of that time. During this
long-term project Dong investigated exoticizing structures in popular music.



Karaoke Night
2009

Video XDCam
HDV 1440x1080
30min

“Karaoke Night” was produced as a response to the work “Reasons for Knocking at an Empty
House 1983” by Bill Viola. His work is the consequent observation of the experience of the
isolated self. In a room on the upper floor of an empty house the protagonist tries to stay awake
constantly for three days. With ‘Karaoke Night’ Quynh Dong assimilates the theme of isolation
and also integrates her transcultural experiences. She interprets karaoke as an element of its
own subculture and as an active form of isolation. Quynh Dong began singing karaoke in dar-
kness and sang until sunrise.



Yesterday
2008/2010
Performance
40min

In the performance ,Yesterday“ the artist repeatedly painted the shadow of a lotus flower on A4
sheets. A lamp shines on the lotus flower from above and casts a shadow on the A4 sheet. The
performer walks into the room with a glass of black watercolor, sits down and begins to paint
the silhouette of the lotus flower. She takes the sheet from the pile and finds under it the sha-
dow on the nest sheet of paper and starts drawing it again, repeating the process until either
the paper or the colour is finished. It was the first confrontation on how to use memory.



The Aquarium

2007

Video / sound installation Video
DV PAL

720 x 576

5:28min

Loop

For her work“The Aquarium” Quynh Dong collaborated with her mother. A Viatnamese woman
is sitting at the dining table in her apartment. She looks through the balcony-door, hangs her
washing, drinks tea, writes text messages and letters. Her thoughts are circling around. The
image disappears, reappears, doubles and triples. She always stays at the table, immersed in
thought. One can hear the noise of the dense traffic on Bumpliz North Street in the background.
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EGGADDICT, MAP 2021, Heritage Space, Hanoi

Searching for vegetables in Vietnamese Still Life, MAP 2021, Heritage Space, Hanoi

Copy marathon of Andy Warhol‘s Still Life, MAP 2021, Heritage Space, Hanoi

Digital Drawing Conversation, MAP 2021, Heritage Space, Hanoi

BONE 22, Performance Art Festival Bern, Schlachthaus Theater, Bern
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